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2014 Vintage Notes 

2014 was a compelling season, with drought conditions but fairly mild 
temperatures, leading to wines with great intensity, vibrancy, and persistence.  
While total rainfall for the season was near normal, the bulk of this precipitation 
came in the winter months of December through February, with almost no rain in 
the spring.  This meant the soils were not fully charged when the season began, 
which led to low to medium vigor in the vines.  Favorable conditions during bloom 
and berry development led to near normal crop loads. 

A dry, mild summer meant that stress levels in the vineyard remained moderate, 
which is excellent for color and tannin development.  The cool temperatures 
persisted into the fall, which gave us an extended season—we were harvesting into 
October.  Fruit arriving on the crush pad was balanced and aromatic, and in 
excellent condition.  The young wines going to barrel were marked by abundant 
natural acidity, bright aromatics, and ample structure. 

Wines from 2014 were restrained, and certainly not showy, in their youth.  They 
have aged very well, and nearly a decade in are open and expressive, and still with 
the balance and grace of the vintage. 

 

2014 Favia CERRO SUR Red Wine Napa Valley 

One of our favorite areas in the Napa Valley is in the hills east of the town of 
Napa. The rolling hills run through the Coombsville area and rise up to Wooden 
Valley, then continue east to the Sacramento Valley. This area is unique in Napa 
Valley, with perfectly drained, mineral rich volcanic soils. 

The fruit for our Cerro Sur (“South Hill”) bottling comes from a breathtaking 
mountaintop block of Cabernet Franc planted nearly 40 years ago on the famed 
Rancho Chimiles, high in the Vaca Mountains.  Having produced this wine for more 
than a decade, we can confidently say that this is truly a wine from a very special 
terroir.  The vines consistently produce wines of power, energy, balance and 
complexity.  For the second vintage in a row, the Cabernet Franc character in the 
2014 vintage is so strong, only a small percentage of Cabernet Sauvignon was 
needed to round out the wine and provide a core of black fruit.  A long 
maceration on the skins, minimal racking, barrel aging for 22 months in French 
oak, and bottling without filtration or fining, help to capture the many nuances 
of this special wine. 

The driving force of the 2014 vintage is the combination of density, freshness, 
and balance.  The most recent offering of Cerro Sur shows lively energy and 
notes of bing cherry, plum clafoutis, black tea and orange oil.  The generosity of 
the wine is persistent; deeply layered, it opens to flavors of cinnamon, lavender, 
cocoa, cardamom, and candied ginger.  This flavor intensity carries through on 
the finish.  A complex wine with a long life ahead of it. 

85% Cabernet Franc, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon 

 


