


PRINCIPAL STEWARDS OF

THE INGLENOOK ESTATE

Gustave Niebaum Family

1879-1933

Francis Coppola Family

1975-Present

John Daniel Jr Family

1933-1964



The Inglenook legacy began in 1879 when Gustave

Niebaum, a Finnish sea captain, wine connoisseur and

entrepreneur, came to Rutherford to build a wine estate

that would rival Europe’s finest. When Niebaum’s

grandnephew, John Daniel Jr., inherited the chateau and

vineyards in the 1930s, Inglenook had already earned

international acclaim which was made legendary by the

famed 1941 vintage.

Francis and Eleanor Coppola purchased the back portion

of the property in 1975 (1500+ acres) and have spent

forty years reuniting the original vineyards, returning

winemaking operations to the chateau, and restoring

Inglenook’s illustrious heritage with the help of renowned

wine consultant Stephane Derenoncourt and Head

Winemaker Philippe Bascaules. In honor of this estate and

its historical significance, we have restored the name

Inglenook.

1930’s
John Daniel Jr (grand nephew) 

takes over.

1964
Family sells front 

property – Historic 
Chateau + 76 acres

1975
Coppola’s buy back property. 
Historic Mansion + 1500 acres  

starting Niebaum-Coppola

1995
Coppola’s buy front 

property but doesn’t get 
Inglenook name, keeps 

Niebaum-Coppola 

2006
Winery renamed 
Rubicon Estate

2011
Original name reacquired and 
the estate is again, and forever, 

Inglenook

2011
Philippe Bascaules

hired as GM/Winemaker

1879
Inglenook Founded by 

Gustave Niebaum

PROPERTY HISTORY



THE

INGLENOOK

ESTATE

1,700 ACRE PROPERTY

(CONTIGUOUS)

235 PLANTED ACRES

170 ACRES OF CABERNET

13 DIFFERENT SOILS

CCOF SINCE 1994         
CALIFORNIA CERTIFIED ORGANIC

FARMING

ALL ESTATE WINES



TERROIR

THE

RUTHERFORD

BENCH



INGLENOOK VINEYARDS AT THE

EPICENTER OF A TOP QUALITY

TERROIR

“Rutherford is the Pauillac of California. This is Cabernet country par

excellence… Rutherford is full-throttle Cabernet in term of ripeness, and

tends to have more structure, backbone, and longevity than almost any other

California Cabernet.”

“All of these famous specific vineyards are on the so-called Rutherford

Bench on the west side of the valley, a slightly elevated stretch of

sedimentary gravelly sand and alluvial fans carved out by the Napa River”

The World Atlas of  Wine (Hugh Johnson & Jancis Robinson)



ALLUVIAL FAN – ALLUVIUM

NUTRIENT RICH, MODERATELY DEEP, WELL DRAINED



RUTHERFORD

BENCH VINEYARDS

BV: GEORGES DE LATOUR

INGLENOOK

JJ COHN: SCARECROW

PHELPS

TO KALON

STAGLIN

BEAULIEU VINEYARDS

MORISOLI

BOSCHE

SYCAMORE

BELLA OAKS



HEADLINE OF SLIDE HERE THIS TEXT IS TRAJAN PRO



ATTAINING ELEGANCE

In creating conditions for Balance,

we achieve Elegance

1. We prune early to advance ripening and look for 

moderate vigor.

2. We look for a balanced crop. Too low is an extreme.

3. We avoid over ripeness and high sun exposure.

4. We pick early and very gently to preserve the purity of  

grapes.  



INGLENOOK DIRECTOR OF WINEMAKING

PHILIPPE BASCAULES

Personally chosen by Francis Coppola, renowned French winemaker

Philippe Bascaules came to Napa from Bordeaux in 2011 to become

General Manager of the great American wine estate, Inglenook.

Born and bred in the South-West of France, Bascaules was a gifted student with a love of nature that ultimately inspired his passion for

oenology. After receiving an agricultural engineering degree with a specialty in oenology from the graduate school of agronomy in

Montpellier, France, Bascaules began his career at the legendary Chateau Mârgaux, one of France’s five First Growth Bordeaux

wineries, serving as assistant to the Estate Director, then was elevated to Estate Director overseeing the vineyards and cellars and

working alongside renowned General Manager Paul Pontallier.

At Inglenook, Bascaules leads a team of talented winemaking professionals dedicated to Coppola’s vision of making Inglenook the finest

New World estate wine produced in the Old World style. In 1890, founder Gustave Niebaum stated that Inglenook would one day

“produce the finest wines, to equal and excel the most famous vintages of Europe.” Over a century later, Coppola and Bascaules

continue the Inglenook legacy.

His philosophy is unassuming and clear-cut: “I prefer to know, rather than believe. I am not here to make changes just for the sake

of it; I want to know that any changes I implement will improve the wine. Everything is a question of balance, but

preserving elegance is essential. In my opinion, a ‘grand vin’ should be more than just sensational, it should also evoke

emotion.”



IMPROVEMENTS

QUALITY INVESTMENT: UNDERGROUND BARREL

ROOM



IMPROVEMENTS

QUALITY INVESTMENT: 2022 NEW UNDERGROUND WINERY



IMPROVEMENTS

QUALITY INVESTMENT: 120 STAINLESS STEEL

FERMENTATION TANKS – ONE FOR EACH GROWING LOT



THE INGLENOOK PHILOSOPHY

• Legacy: Respect of our History, our Heritage, our Terroir

• Quality:  We make our wines in a Consistent Style, we do 

not follow trends

• Personality: What is our “Wine Identity”

Let’s start with tasting notes of some Inglenook wines

 







Thank you!
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